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whose force formed the advance guard, proceeded to
Germi by the same load as the day before and reached,
at about 1pm, the Buc of Sodan.

Following that ndge, the advance guaid marched on
the Buc del Caiet, wheie it arrived and established itself
in time to drive back first a single reinforcing battalion
which was arriving from Squanetto to Dego, then two
more battalions After thus getting hold, by its advance
guard, of one of the roads to Dego, the main body of
the column maiched in the direction of Majam, pushed
back the posts della Stella and del Poggio, and connected
itself with Massena at the foot of Mount Gerolo, at
about thiee

The left column, under Massena,1 had slowly gone into
action in order to give the others time to invest ; during
the greater part of the day it occupied Vermenano, Costa
Lupara, keeping up fire on the enemy with numerous
skirmishers and the two guns., which was all the artillery
it possessed This was a mere demonstration : much
firing, few forces in action, points strongly held in the
rear of the combatants Only at 3 p w., seeing Lasal-
cette's progress, having, moreovei, established a con-
nection, Massena, his reserves in hand, rapidly climbed
the slope of Castello, deployed, carried and went past
that place, deployed again before Costa, stormed Mount
Gerolo in company with Lasalcette; the defenders of
Gerolo fell back on Ma] am, where they found the
right of the Piedmontese equally driven back by
Laharpe.

Laharpe had manoeuvred 2 by the left bank of the
Bormida, which he had crossed at Rochetta. He was
followed by 200 cavalry.

He proceeded on to Sopravia, left one battalion3 to
occupy Bormida, in^order to invest the enemy and pro-
tect the artillery (three guns of eight) which established
itself on the height west of Bormida, preparing at favour-
able range the attack on Castello by Massena. Advanc-
ing further on via Sopravia, the division again crossed
the Bormida at the ford of the Pra Marenco, where it
left one * battalion and formed itself into three columns

a With the 70th and 99th half-brigade
' Of the 99th                     * Of the 70th